


J.D. Alexander 
Alternating Chair 

Joint Legislative Commission 
on Migrant and Seasonal Labor 

Baxter Troutman 
Alternating Chair 

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
The Legislative Commission on Migrant and 
Seasonal Labor (commission) began meetings in 
October 2005 to discuss its duties and authority 
and to present a forum for discussion of issues of 
concern to migrant and seasonal laborers and their 
dependents. The commission heard from various 
entities and stakeholders with an interest in 
migrant and seasonal labor issues, including 
advocacy groups, agriculture industry 
representatives, state agency personnel, and the 
farmworkers themselves. 

Housing, employment, healthcare, safety and 
sanitation, education, transportation, and disaster 
relief surfaced as the topics of major concern. 
Testimony to the commission revealed that 
migrant and seasonal workers can be isolated and 
disadvantaged by language differences and 
unfamiliarity with government services that are 
available to them . . . services that can assist with 
the concerns mentioned above. A benefit from the 
commission hearings is that all parties are more 
aware of existing programs and services and how 
to access them. The commission acts to facilitate 
dialog among the parties seeking positive change. 

This report takes a more in-depth look at the 
problems revealed and provides more detailed 
information about the agencies and programs that 
may offer some resolution to the concerns. 

Originally established in 1970 as the Legislative 
Commission on Migrant Labor, the Legislative 
Commission on Migrant and Seasonal Labor 
(commission) was relatively inactive until 
renamed by the 2004 Legislature. In s. 450.201, 
F.S., the composition of the commission is 
specified, and s. 450.23 1, F.S., requires that a 
report be presented to the Legislature by February 
1 of each year, beginning in 2006. The 
commission began meetings in October 2005 to 
discuss its duties and authority and to present a 
forum for discussion of issues of concern to 
migrant and seasonal laborers and their 
dependents. An ultimate purpose1 of the 
commission is to improve the conditions for 
migrant and seasonal labor and to reduce the 
problems relating thereto. 

The commission heard from various entities and 
stakeholders with an interest in migrant and 
seasonal labor issues. The laborers themselves 
were represented by several farmworker 
organizations2 and advocacy groups3 who 
described their issues and concerns. Agricultural 
producers' representatives discussed the industry's 
concerns regarding the need for farrn labor and 
issues of responsibility beyond the workplace. In 
addition, members of the Interagency 
Farmworker Focus Group (group) reported the 

s. 450.221, F.S. 
Farmworker Association of Florida, Farmworker's Self- 

Help, United Farmworkers 
e.g. Florida Catholic Conference, Florida Legal Services 




























	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

